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Newsletter 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Contact us: 

Parish Priest: 
Monsignor Timothy Galligan: 020 7228 2121; Email: svpclapham@yahoo.co.uk
Parish Deacon: 
Reverend Jon Dal Din: 020 7228 2795; Email: jondaldin@email.com

More information: 
Parish Website: www.svpclapham.org
Diocesan Website: www.rcsouthwark.co.uk
The Catholic Church in England and Wales: www.catholicchurch.org.uk
Prayer: www.life4seekers.co.uk; www.holyspiritinteractive.net
Year B
                    Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time        4-5 February 2012

This Newsletter is for you – please do take it home with you. 

Feel free also to take the Mass leaflet and reflect on the Sunday readings. 

Fr Tim writes:

As I wrote last weekend, it’s good to be back again. But it isn’t easy. I found myself really tired last Sunday evening, despite all the assistance from our visiting priests: I also found my wound had developed an infection (now under control). My doctor reminded me on Friday that I must recognise I have had major abdominal surgery and that it will take some considerable time to recover properly. I do apologise that I may not be able to respond as quickly as I would like to some requests, or even at all. I am trying to make myself take a period of rest in the afternoon before seeing couples for marriage preparation and suchlike in the evenings. 

There are also ‘pluses’ though. I was so extremely touched by the warm welcome back you gave me last weekend. It was very reassuring to feel such kindness after a relatively short period among you. Various other expressions of kindness, such as help with shopping, have been very much appreciated. Our sincere thanks to Fr Paul Teece and Fr David Stewart SJ, who are assisting with our Masses again this weekend.

Many people have told me that they have been praying for me, for which I am very thankful. Our prayer and concern for one another express our communion in Christ which is central to what our Christian lives are about. But there are also many people in the parish, less noticeable than me, who are sick and also need your prayers. You may not know them personally but do pray for them, particularly next Saturday, the World Day of Prayer for the Sick on the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes. 

Looking ahead: Lent is coming soon. Ash Wednesday will be the 22nd, and we will have two Masses at 9am and 7pm. Early in March (Friday 2nd) there will be the annual ‘CAFOD Lent Fast Day’. Envelopes will be distributed ahead of time. But it is worth pointing out that this year the government will match POUND FOR POUND any money CAFOD receives. So do support this generously and the poor and needy of our world will receive double benefit (plus anything that is added through Gift Aid).

Fr Tim.

Today is ‘Education Sunday’. There will be a Second collection for the Catholic Education Service at each Mass. Please be as generous as you can.

Please pray:
· For the Pope’s Mission Intention for February, that the Lord may strengthen health workers assisting the sick and elderly in the poorest regions of the world.
· For Joseph Cassar, who died last Saturday and whose funeral was celebrated here this Saturday, and for the comfort of his wife and family. May he rest in peace. Also for the family of Anna Semaniuk whose funeral will be held on Friday.
· For the clergy and congregation at St Luke’s, Thurleigh Road.
· For First Communion candidates, their catechists, helpers and parents.
· For the sick in our parish, all who are unwell at home or in care homes, and for relatives and friends.
· For all those whose anniversaries occur at this time.

A thought from St Vincent de Paul: ‘Lord, I’m going to serve the poor. I ask you for the grace to do so in the spirit you would wish and in the way you did.’
Services and Mass Intentions this week 

Saturday 4th         
6pm Vigil Mass


Sunday 5th   

9am


Good health of Sue Murray



11am






Family Mass



6pm 


All Parishioners
Monday 6th 

9am


George Hunt’s welfare
St Paul Miki
Tuesday 7th  
9am



Wednesday 8th  
9am
Thursday 9th   
No Parish Mass








Friday 10th  

12.30pm (NB!)
Funeral of Anna Semaniuk





Saturday 11th

12 – 12.30pm Confessions 

Our Lady of Lourdes


6pm Vigil Mass
Order of Malta
Sunday 12th

9am




11am


All Parishioners



6pm




	Marriage Preparation Courses:
A list of dates and contact details is on the notice board.


Catholic Newspapers
The Pilgrim – the second edition of our diocesan newspaper is now available. Please take a copy home. If you wish to make an offering it would be 50 pence.

The Tablet – new price: £2.80
In this cold weather, do keep an eye out for any elderly or housebound neighbour who might need some help. In many places across the country there was a real spirit of neighbourliness in last winter’s cold. 
